Sample Letter to schools about the Right Decisions Right Now curriculum 

Date

Dear Local Educator:

We would like to make you aware of materials that you may be offered to help you prevent youth from using tobacco.  The curriculum, Right Decisions Right Now, was developed for R.J. Reynolds (RJR), the tobacco company that created the Joe Camel cartoon character to market its products to kids and is currently marketing dissolvable tobacco products that resemble candy.  We do not believe that any tobacco company is a legitimate source of prevention materials and urge you to reject these materials should they be offered to you.  

In the summer of 2006, a federal judge found clear and convincing evidence that the tobacco companies, including R.J. Reynolds, had marketed and continue to market to young people while consistently, publicly and falsely denying that they do so.  The federal court found that the real purpose of these “prevention” programs is not to prevent youth smoking, but to create the illusion that RJR is part of the solution to the youth smoking problem and to keep legislators from enacting policies that actually reduce tobacco use.  Attached is a fact sheet that lists many of the bad acts by this tobacco company. 

Materials developed for or by tobacco companies do not belong in our schools.  There are proven tobacco prevention materials available and we have included a list of resources to help you find legitimate materials for your school.  We urge you to reject the Right Decisions Right Now curriculum and instead use effective materials that can truly prevent kids from smoking.

Sincerely,

NAMES of SIGNING GROUPS

Attachment:  Where to Get Helpful Tobacco Prevention Materials  

