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Ohio Safe Routes to School
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Fewer kids are biking and 

walking More parents are driving

1969 2001

42% walked 6% walked

15% driven 50% driven

(U.S. DOT, 2008)
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Safe Routes to School

ÅIn 2005, the U.S. Congress passed 

the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 

Efficient Transportation Equity Act: 

A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). 

ÅSection 1404 of the transportation 

legislation designates $612 million in 

Federal transportation funds for the 

SRTS program. About $20 Million 

for Ohio

City of Gahanna, Walkability Study, February, 2009
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Safe Routes to School
Issues

ÅDecreased physical activity

ÅTraffic congestion around schools

ÅMotor vehicle emissions 

Barriers

ÅDistance to school

ÅTraffic-related danger

ÅWeather

ÅCrime danger

ÅOpposing school policy
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Physical Inactivity

ÅMost kids arenôt 

getting the physical 

activity they need

ÅRecommended 60 

minutes on most, 

preferably all, days 

of the week

(US Depts. of Health and 
Human Services and 
Agriculture, 2005)
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Air quality

Measurably 

better around 

schools with 

more walkers 

and bicyclists

(EPA, 2003)

Chicago, IL
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ÅMake walking and 

bicycling safe ways 

to get to school

ÅEncourage more 

children to walk and 

bike to school

Safe Routes to School programs


